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ABSTRACT
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This research examines the potential for developing a sustainable tourism model in the
Iraqi Marshlands, an area with a unique environmental and cultural significance. By
conducting a comparative analysis of international experiences in similar wetland areas, the
research identifies a set of key performance indicators that can be adapted to guide and
evaluate sustainable tourism development in the Iraqi Marshlands. The research relies on a
comprehensive methodology that combines a review of academic literature and international
reports, an analysis of similar case studies, and an assessment of the current tourism situation
in the region. The results indicate promising opportunities for developing sustainable tourism
in the Iraqi Marshlands, focusing on three main axes: biodiversity protection, cultural heritage
preservation, and local community empowerment. The research also emphasizes the role of
measurable performance indicators in assessing environmental, social, and economic aspects,
ensuring a fair distribution of returns and benefits. Therefore, the research emphasizes the
need to adopt an integrated approach to sustainable tourism development, including
enhancing community participation, developing sustainable infrastructure, and implementing
effective monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. This proposed framework aims to support
efforts to develop sustainable tourism that ensures the preservation of the uniqueness of the
Iragi Marshlands and their sustainability for future generations.
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